CHRISTMAS @ CORE

Unimaginable

THE FIRST CHRISTMAS WAS SO

God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, to a virgin named Mary.
She was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of King
David. Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is
with you!” Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean.
“Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! You
will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be very
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the
throne of his ancestor David. And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will
never end!” Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? | am a virgin.” The
angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the
Son of God.

-Luke 1:26-35 (NLT)

All returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this census. And because
Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s
ancient home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. He took with
him Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a child.
And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. She gave birth to
her firstborn son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger,
because there was no lodging available for them.

-Luke 2:3-7 (NLT)

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

-John 3:16-17 (NIV)

THE MOST UNIMAGINABLE PART IS THAT STORY

COLLIDES WITH STORY.




But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the
law. God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he
could adopt us as his very own children.

-Galatians 4:4-5 (NLT)

For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s
sins against them.
-2 Corinthians 5:19 (NLT)

But the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news
that will bring great joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has
been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David!”

-Luke 2:10-11 (NLT)



